
Is your child at risk for
Summer Slide?
What is summer slide?  Summer slide is the academic loss children 
experience during the extended summer break from school.  Children 
who don’t read during the summer can lose up to three months of 
reading progress and that loss has a cumulative, long-term effect.

How can I tell what my child’s risk is?
United States Average Poverty Guidelines for 2018

$20,780 $25,100 $29,420

Does your child have 
regular access to a library?

YES

Your child has some risk of 
losing one to three months 

of reading progress.

Is your family at or below
the poverty line?

Your child has a low 
risk of experiencing 

summer slide, and his 
or her reading level 
may even increase 
over the summer!

Your child has a
significant risk of losing 
three or more months of 
reading progress, with 

a cumulative effect 
from year to year.

NO

A FEW

TONS!

1-2 3-5

Make sure your child has
regular access to a library or a 
good variety of books.  A lot of 

classic books are available 
online for free.

How can I my child avoid
Summer Slide?

Will your child read ten or 
more books this summer?

How many of these
are true?

My child loves to read

I limit my child’s access 
to TV and video games

I talk to my child about 
books often

My child frequently sees 
me reading for pleasure

During summer I usually 
let my child choose his 
or her own reading 

Is your child a reluctant 
reader?

Make reading fun!  Let your 
child choose their own books, 

or read together.

Does your child have 
access to books at home?

Limit your child’s access to TV 
and video games to one or two 

hours daily.

MAYBE/NO
NO

YES

YESNO

NOYES


